St. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parochial Administrator
Rev. Manuel P. Cuizon, C.R.S.
mcuizon@dio.org
Deacon
Lawrence H. Day, lday@dio.org
Pastoral Associates
Sr. Mary Ellen Backes, OSU
Evangelization
mebackes@stjoseph.dio.org

Paul Johnson, tbmusic35@aol.com

Music Ministry

Bereavement Minister
Mary-Jo Gardiner, maryjogard@aol.com
Secretary/Bookkeeper
Pamela L. Johnson, pljohnson@stjoseph.dio.org
Facilities/Maintenance
Devin Dudas, ddudas@stjoseph.dio.org
Parish Office
Web: http://stjoseph.dio.org
Email: parish@stjoseph.dio.org
Telephone: (217) 544-7426
Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - Noon & 1:00 - 4:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am - Noon
M

S

SATURDAY at 4:30 p.m.
SUNDAY at 9:30 a.m.
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY at 7:00 am*
WEDNESDAY at 5:30 p.m.*
(*If there is a Funeral, Daily Mass is Cancelled.)
RECONCILIATION - SATURDAY from 3:15-4:00 p.m.

HOLY DAYS will be announced in the bulletin and on the website.

1345 NORTH 6TH STREET • SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62702 •

Vision Statement

St. Joseph Parish is a diverse, welcoming, Catholic Community
committed to discipleship and stewardship.
S
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Contact Sr.
Mary Ellen Backes, O.S.U., for information on Inquiry
Sessions and RCIA process.
Baptism of Children under eight years old: Contact
Deacon Larry to attend a pre-baptismal class. Baptisms
are usually celebrated during the weekend Masses, except for Advent and Lent.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15-4:00 pm or by appointment.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of St. Joseph Church is to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed, to
build a Christian community of faith within and beyond
the parish, to serve the people of God both near and
far, and to celebrate the presence of the Risen Lord
among us.

Marriage: Arrangements are to be made six months in
advance. Call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment.
Sacrament of the Sick: Call the Parish Office for Fr.
Manny.
Communion for the Homebound: Notify the parish
office to arrange for Communion to the sick and elderly.
New Parishioners
St. Joseph welcomes all visitors to our Church. If you
would like to register, please request a Parish Registration Form from the Parish Office.
Assisted Listening System
Personal listening instruments are available to complement our audio system. These are located in the Vesting
Sacristy.
Bulletin Announcements
Announcements are due, by email, at the Parish Office by
9:00 am on Tuesdays. The bulletin is published weekly
on our parish website: http://stjoseph.dio.org.
Catholic Faith Formation
The Catholic Faith Formation program provides religious
instruction for St. Joseph Parishioners who do not attend
Catholic schools for grades K-8. Classes meet Monday
evenings from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm September - May.
Hospitalized Parishioners
Families and friends are asked to please keep the parish
staff informed regarding parishioners who are hospitalized.
Prayer Requests
St. Joseph Prayer Chain is composed of members of the
parish who pray for the needs of fellow parishioners and
their families and friends. Please call or email Linda at
481-4320, linda.medlock@comcast.net or the Parish Office. All requests are confidential.
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting
tion Number: 217-321-1155.

and

Investiga-

Pastoral Council

The St. Joseph Parish Pastoral Council is called by the parish
to serve as consultant to the Pastor in assuring that all aspects
of parish life reflect the mission and ministry of Jesus in accordance with norms determined by the diocesan Bishop.

Members

Joe Rolens (Chair), Gary Schmidt (Vice Chair), Tim Kennedy
(Secretary), Linda Medlock, David Cooper

Standing Committees

Community Builders
Faith Formation/Evangelization
Health and Wellness
Liturgy
Social Concerns
Stewardship

Finance Council

The Parish Finance Council is an advisory body to assist the
Pastor in the administration and management of the temporal
goods of the parish.

Members

Tom Hyde (Chair), Deacon Larry Day, Rita Havrilka, Tom
Niedzielski

Choir

Director: Deanna Kettelkamp

P.E.P. (People Enjoying People) Club

The PEP Club is a social group for “seniors” that meets
monthly for lunch and fellowship.
Chair: Gary Schmidt

Worship Schedule & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions
Feb. 27 - Feb. 28, 2021
Sat. 4:30 pm †Francesco Porrovecchio
Sun. 9:30 am †J. Mike Geist
†Steve Beyers

From the Administrator’s Desk….!

Masss for this Week

In this second Sunday of Lent, we are presented with
the classic stories of “Akedah” – the sacrifice of
Isaac on Mount Moriah and the transfiguration of
Christ on Mount Tabor. Both stories deal with the
theme of “son.” St. Paul in our second reading, invites us to reflect on the depths of God’s love that
seeks to make us all his beloved children through his
Son, Jesus. While in our gospel, Peter, James, and
John accompany Jesus up a high mountain, where he
is transfigured before them.

Mar. 6 - Mar. 7, 2021
Mon. 7:00 am People of St. Joseph
Tue. 7:00 am †Ernie Dodson
Wed. 5:30 pm †Thomas Schleyhahn
Thu. 7:00 am People of St. Joseph
Sat. 4:30 pm †Holly Adams
†Fred & Alvera Wiessing
Sun. 9:30 am †Gene Stoutamyer

This Week in Our Parish
Monday, Mar. 1
NO CFF
Tuesday, Mar. 2
5:30 pm Stations of the Cross
Wednesday, Mar. 3
5:00 pm Warming Center
Thursday, Mar. 4
5:15 pm Adoration
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus
Friday, Mar. 5
11:00 am Stations of the Cross
4:30 pm K of C Fish Fry - Parish Hall
Saturday, Mar. 6
3:15-4:00 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday, Mar. 7
8:45 am Music Practice
Please refer to the calendar on our website for updates &
future events (www.stjoseph.dio.org).

“Jesus’ appearance changed
before their eyes.”

Did God really ask Abraham to sacrifice his son,
Isaac? Most probably He did not. For the god who
asks Abraham to offer his son is the Canaanite god –
the narrative uses the word Elohim for this pantheon
of gods. But the god who intervenes and prevents the
sacrifice is Yahweh, the One True God, the God of
love.
Abraham, who lived among the Canaanites and was
familiar with their practice of offering up children to
their gods, might have been convinced that he also
must do so even if Isaac was the child of the promise. Such was his trust in the love of God, which
might have gladdened the One True God who saw
the reflection of His own heart in Abraham – a heart
that would give up anything or anyone for the sake
of love.
Brothers and sisters, our scripture readings revealed
that Jesus is God’s beloved Son. St. Paul writes that
the risen Jesus will indeed intercede for us. Let us
pray and act in the world as God’s children and be
instruments of love in building the Kingdom on
earth.
God bless us all.

Fr. Manny

BETTER MEALS IN MADAGASCAR
In Madagascar, half of all
children are undernourished. That means 50% of
kids won’t grow to reach
their full potential. But
communities are changing
this by focusing on improving health and nutrition. What
role has food played in your life? How can you help
those who lack access to enough nutritious food. Visit
crsricebowl.org to learn more.
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed
me Mt 25:35 What does the Gospel demand of us in
living out this passage? Join Deacon Mick Palazzolo, and
Helping Hands Director, Erica Smith as they help us understand how to respond to the needs of our neighbors
who are chronically homeless.
Monday, March 1 @ 7:00pm, Cathedral Atrium
Blood Drive at St. Francis Cabrini Parish, Wednesday, March 10th 1:00-4:00 pm in the parish center. The
Central Illinois Community Blood Center is in need of
blood donations for patients across its region. One whole
blood donation can help up to four patients. For questions or to schedule an appointment, contact Anne Powers, imacls@hotmail.com or call or text 217-381-3847.
Or visit bloodcenter.org using group sponsor code 61274
to locate the drive.

Week 33 of fiscal year
Budgeted
Sunday Collection
5th Week
Automated Giving
Overage/(Shortfall)

$
$
$
$
$

2/21/2021
8,041.73
4,348.00
170.00
3,335.00
( 188.73)

Fiscal YTD
$273,418.82
$157,086.20
$ 10,077.00
$ 23,680.00
$ (82,575.62)

On MARCH 20 AND 21 CFF students and family
members will stand at the four doors of the Church
before and after 4:30 PM Mass on Saturday and 9:30
AM Mass on Sunday with their “water pitchers” to
collect money for missionaries to provide clean
drinking water to kids and families in developing
countries.
Mothers and children are disproportionally affected
by water accessibility and waterborne disease. 90%
of children under the age of five in poorer developing countries die from drinking dirty water. $75.00
will sponsor a “water woman” and four families will
start getting clean water and getting healthy for
years to come. Our goal this lent is to help as many
of these families as we can acquire clean water.
Please consider donating to this important cause this
Lent, and help kids help other kids. Checks are to be
written out to St. Joseph Church.

The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 17th and ends just prior to the Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, April 1, 2021, when
the Paschal Triduum begins. Lent is the principal penitential season in the Church year. All the Christian
faithful are urged to develop and maintain a voluntary
program of self-denial (in addition to the Lenten regulations which follow), serious prayer and the performing of deeds of charity and mercy, including the giving
of alms.
LENTEN REGULATIONS:
ABSTINENCE: Everyone 14 years of age and over is
bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all
the Fridays of Lent.
FAST: Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is required to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
On these two days of fast and abstinence, only one full
meatless meal is permitted. Two other meatless meals,
sufficient to maintain strength may be taken according
to each person’s needs, but together these two should
not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is
not permitted, but liquids (including milk and fruit
juices) are allowed.

or click on the Give Central link on our website: stjoseph.dio.org

To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence
is seriously sinful.

HELP!

St. Joseph’s will be providing the meal for the
Warming Center on Wednesday, March 3rd. If
you can make a sandwich - we need you! If you
can bake cookies/brownies - we need you! If you
just like to serve people - we need you! Contact
Jill Cooper at 725-6757.

We are taking orders for the St. Joseph Catholic
Church Memorial Bricks. Forms are available
on the website or in the parish office.

St. Joseph’s Fr. Edw. Gorman Knights of Columbus
Council 17229 will be having FISH DINNERS
available March 5 thru March 26 from 4:30-7:00
p.m. at the St. Joseph Parish Center. DRIVE
THRU ONLY. Dinner will consist of Baked Walleye Fish, Baked Potato and Cole Slaw. Price is
$7.00 per dinner.
Journey with us this Lent – Go to dio.org/lent as
we feature six stories of people who will challenge
you and offer you six challenges that will change
you! A new story and new challenge will come every week during Lent.
Dive Deep - Lent 101 - Why fast? Why 40 days?
Why purple? Why ashes? Why no meat on Fridays?
Lent is full of symbolism, rooted deep in Catholic
theology. Join Dive Deep, the official podcast of the
Diocese of Springfield, for Lent 101. While it may
sound like an introductory class, Dive Deep will
teach you things about Lent you’ve never heard before. Go to dio.org/podcast to listen and subscribe.

St. Joseph Society
Spring

The SPRING enrollment (Mar.-May) will
begin next month. If
you would like to enroll someone, please
complete the enrollment form to the right
and return it to the
parish
office
by
March 1st. Forms are
also available on the
website.

This Week in Our Parish
1
2

3

4

6
7

Rex Arkebauer
Robert Fanale
Margaret Timoney
Paul Davis
Liam Ramirez
Eric Enlow
Frances Buescher
Dean Capps
Merle Ratliff
Deborah Rienbolt
David Antoine
Jennifer Ertmoed
Scott Adams
Sean Wise
Jared Gerding
Terrance Escorcia
Jerry Kuchar
Mary Paoni
Marilyn Tisckos
Susan Mertz
1 Ronald & Kimberly
Bitschenauer
3 Paul & Mary Davis
7 James & Diana Esela

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:

Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38
Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday:
Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11;
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7;
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]

Good News Reflection
Third Sunday of Lent
March 7, 2021

Supernatural Faith
The final paragraph of next Sunday's Gospel reading is
very revealing: Jesus did not "trust" himself to the converts
whose faith in him was based on the signs and wonders that
he had done. The reason: He did not want anyone to testify
(i.e., spread the faith) about the limitations of human nature.
Faith based on signs and wonders is human nature: It's easier to put faith in what we can humanly see, touch, and hear
than to believe in a God who is invisible and who usually
sounds very silent. There is nothing supernatural about this
kind of faith, but God is very supernatural.
What happens to our faith when we pray and pray and pray
for God's intervention and there are no signs indicating that
we'll get what we want? Our reaction to unanswered prayers
is an indicator of how natural or supernatural our spiritual life
really is.
Jesus knew that his physical presence was the greatest sign
of all, but it would soon be taken away. Don't we sometimes
wish that Jesus would appear in front of us and make himself
audible to our human ears? We think it would make our faith
stronger.
Typically, we base our faith on many signs: prayers being
answered, love being evidenced, peace and happiness filling
our hearts, etc. But what happens to our faith when we enter
the dark night of trials and difficulties? Do we continue to
trust God when we can no longer see or feel signs that he
cares?
The kind of faith we need when faith matters most comes
from a relationship of trust. Real trust. We choose to trust
God for who he really is and how much he really cares, rather
than on what the evidence seems to say.
To succeed in this, we need supernatural faith. When we're
united to the divinity of Christ, we join ourselves to his faith.
We then trust him so much that we don't need signs.
Remember this the next time you receive Jesus in the Eucharist. Not only are you consuming his body, you are also
uniting yourself to his divinity. And he is uniting himself to
you! If you truly believe this, of course there will be miracles, but that is not the greatest gift that he's sharing with you.
What he wants to give you most of all is HIS ALL.
Questions for Personal Reflection:
Name some of the signs you rely upon that convince you that
God is real and that he truly cares about you. How do you
feel when those signs are taken away? Are these feelings
based on the reality of God's unending love or on fear?
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
Have you ever wished that Jesus would appear to you? Why?
Did God provide what you needed some other way? How do
you remind yourself that God cares during those difficult
times when you can't see it or feel it?
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NOONAN
8TH & NO. GRAND 528-1513
510 BRUNS LN. 787-7225
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62702

ALLAN HAMILTON

528-4400
“Gets you back where you belong”

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching • Striping
• Seal Coating • Crack Filling • Snow Removal

Commercial Sweeping

PAVING

• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Office: 217-528-9407

www.ronfurmanspaving.com 3600 N. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, IL

The Most Complete Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

Online National

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Catholic Parishes www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE

With Pleasing Impressions Gifts
4234 West Wabash

900 S. Sixth St. • Springfield
544-4646 • butlerfuneralhomes.com

Open 7 Days a Week

522-2222

Convenient Drive Thru
Same Day Service - Mon-Sat.
1825 W. Jefferson
2701 W. White Oaks Dr.
4349 Conestoga next to Meijer

1-217-726-6564

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures,
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together.
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible
for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it
deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is subject to change
without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 217-817-0990

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES
SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS
ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street
(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes)

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

Get this
Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

O’FALLON, MO
2985 Hwy K
(at Hwy N, near Dierbergs)

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

3260 TERMINAL AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62707
PHONE 544-6789 / FAX 544-9591

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
474100 St Joseph Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

