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Hours:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - Noon & 1:00 - 4:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am - Noon & 1:00 - 4:00 pm

M

S

SATURDAY at 4:30 p.m.
SUNDAY at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY at 7:00 am*
WEDNESDAY at 5:30 p.m.*
(*If there is a Funeral, Daily Mass is Cancelled.)
RECONCILIATION - SATURDAY from 3:15-4:00 p.m.

HOLY DAYS will be announced in the bulletin and on the website.

1345 NORTH 6TH STREET • SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62702 •

Vision Statement

St. Joseph Parish is a diverse, welcoming, Catholic Community
committed to discipleship and stewardship.
S
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Contact Sr.
Mary Ellen Backes, O.S.U., for information on Inquiry
Sessions and RCIA process.
Baptism of Children under eight years old: Contact
Deacon Larry to attend a pre-baptismal class. Baptisms
are usually celebrated during the weekend Masses, except for Advent and Lent.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15-4:00 pm or by appointment.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of St. Joseph Church is to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed, to
build a Christian community of faith within and beyond
the parish, to serve the people of God both near and
far, and to celebrate the presence of the Risen Lord
among us.

Marriage: Arrangements are to be made six months in
advance. Call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment.
Sacrament of the Sick: Call the Parish Office for Fr.
Manny.
Communion for the Homebound: Notify the parish
office to arrange for Communion to the sick and elderly.
New Parishioners
St. Joseph welcomes all visitors to our Church. If you
would like to register, please request a Parish Registration Form from the Parish Office.
Assisted Listening System
Personal listening instruments are available to complement our audio system. These are located in the Vesting
Sacristy.
Bulletin Announcements
Announcements are due, by email, at the Parish Office by
9:00 am on Tuesdays. The bulletin is published weekly
on our parish website: http://stjoseph.dio.org.
Catholic Faith Formation
The Catholic Faith Formation program provides religious
instruction for St. Joseph Parishioners who do not attend
Catholic schools for grades K-8. Classes meet Monday
evenings from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm September - May.
Hospitalized Parishioners
Families and friends are asked to please keep the parish
staff informed regarding parishioners who are hospitalized.
Prayer Requests
St. Joseph Prayer Chain is composed of members of the
parish who pray for the needs of fellow parishioners and
their families and friends. Please call or email Linda at
481-4320, linda.medlock@comcast.net or the Parish Office. All requests are confidential.
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting
tion Number: 217-321-1155.

and

Investiga-

Pastoral Council

The St. Joseph Parish Pastoral Council is called by the parish
to serve as consultant to the Pastor in assuring that all aspects
of parish life reflect the mission and ministry of Jesus in accordance with norms determined by the diocesan Bishop.

Members

Les Robinson (Chair), Joe Rolens (Vice Chair), Tim Kennedy
(Secretary), Bruce Bangert, Beth Cartwright, Linda Medlock

Standing Committees

Community Builders
Faith Formation/Evangelization
Health and Wellness
Liturgy
Social Concerns
Stewardship

Finance Council

The Parish Finance Council is an advisory body to assist the
Pastor in the administration and management of the temporal
goods of the parish.

Members

Tom Hyde (Chair), Deacon Larry Day, Rita Havrilka, Tom
Niedzielski

Choir

Director: Deanna Kettelkamp

P.E.P. (People Enjoying People) Club

The PEP Club is a social group for “seniors” that meets
monthly for lunch and fellowship.
Chair: Gary Schmidt

Worship Schedule & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions
Nov. 30 - Dec. 1, 2019
Sat. 4:30 pm †Malcolm Grant
†David & Mary Lazzeri
†Harold & Elizabeth Gillard
Sun. 8:30 am People of St. Joseph
10:30 am †Francesco Porrovecchio
†Jerry Sams

From the Administrator’s Desk….!

Masses for this Week

means that, it’s a time for us to be prepared and to
be ready in opening our minds and hearts up, because we do not know when our Lord comes. When
we are caught off guard, we will be ashamed at others and we will become the butt of jokes.

Dec. 2 - Dec. 8, 2019
Mon. 7:00 am †Midge Sgro
Tue. 7:00 am People of St. Joseph
Wed. 5:30 pm †Don Workman
Thu. 7:00 am †Poor Souls in Purgatory
Sat. 4:30 pm †Lawrence Romang
Sun. 8:30 am People of St. Joseph
10:30 am †Karen Brennan Rehs
†Don Workman

This Week in Our Parish
Monday, Dec. 2
6:30 pm CFF
Wednesday, Dec. 4
6:30 pm Winter Warming Shelter
Thursday, Dec. 5
5:15 pm Holy Hour of Adoration
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus
Saturday, Dec. 7
3:15-4:00 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday, Dec. 8
Hospitality Sunday
8:00 am Rosary
9:30 am Music Practice
2:00 pm Advent Penance Service
Please refer to the calendar on our website for updates
& future events (www.stjoseph.dio.org).

“Stay awake then, for you do not know on
what day your Lord will come.”
This first Sunday of Advent ushers us to listen and
understand these words “stay awake”. This

The Lord tells us today: “stay awake”, it means a
serious cau on on our part. As we see in our second reading, “staying awake” is translated to
“putting on Christ” ﬁrst and do not be led by the
flesh nor follow its desires. Putting on Christ means
embracing His ways not only in this season of advent, but every day in our lives.
Brothers and sisters let us then find ways and means
to overcome our weakness (flesh or purity) for this
is what it means to stay awake. Let us be ready then
for any eventuality that the Lord Jesus wants us. As
we heard from our gospel today, “therefore, stay
awake for you do not know on which day He
will come”. Let us pray and ask the Lord to lead us
on His path and enlighten our minds and hearts. Let
the Lord’s Word be our light as we prepare ourselves for His coming.
God bless us all.
Fr. Manny

PARISH REGISTRATION FORMS are located in
the brochure racks on the wall in the back of
church… Why register in a parish?
Parish membership through registration, or a parish census, is a longstanding practice. Over the years, registration by parishioners has become increasingly important,
even a practical necessity; The parish census becomes a
tool by which the pastoral staff is aided to serve the parishioners; Registration in the parish enables the parishioners to apply for sponsorship forms for the Sacraments
of Baptism and Confirmation; Registration in the parish
helps foster a sense of belonging and contributes to the
growth of a parish as a community with characteristics of
a family; Expressed membership in a parish commits a
person to the parish, but also entitles the parishioner to
pastoral service and care; Membership enables the pastoral staff to reach out for assistance according to the time,
talent and treasure of the parishioners. Volunteer service
by parishioners is indispensable for a vital, thriving parish.

While at Prayer, please remember the people who are in the hospitals and nursing
homes. Also the people who are shut-ins
and those who live alone.

On behalf of the St. Joseph Social Concerns Committee,
we would like to send a HUGE thank you to everyone
involved in the success of our 2019 Thanksgiving
Basket project. On Sunday November 24th, we sorted,
packed and distributed food and grocery gift cards to 7
needy families. Without the support of our parishioners,
who donated food, cash, time and talent, this would not
be possible.
We also want to extend to the Parish Community our
sincere “Thank You” for your generosity on Breadline
Sunday weekend. These funds will support the daily
work of St. John’s Breadline as they feed the needy in
Springfield. May you know the love of God in your life
in return for all the love and goodness you gave to others.
Again, thank you for your generosity.

Fr. Manny is available after any
Mass to anoint anyone with an upcoming surgery or medical procedure.

or click on the Give Central link on our website: stjoseph.dio.org

HELP!

St. Joseph’s will be providing dinner for the
Warming Center on December 4th and every first
Wednesday through March. If you can make a
sandwich - we need you! If you can bake cookies/
brownies - we need you! If you just like to serve
people - we need you! Contact Jill Cooper at 7256757.

† Area Advent Penance Service 2019 †
St. Aloysius, St. Joseph, Spfld,
St. Cabrini, St. James, Riverton
and St. John Vianney, Sherman
will hold their annual Advent
Penance Service AT St. Joseph
on December 8, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
The Magnificat Advent Companion 2019 is available in the church. There is no charge for this resource. Please take one to use as part of your Christmas preparation.

St. Joseph Community Builders will
host Hospitality Sunday for all parishioners after the Sunday Masses next
weekend, December 8th.
Blood pressure screenings will also be
held after Sunday Masses.

CHRISTMAS WREATHS
will be for sale after all
Masses
November
30December 1 and December 7
-8. They are made by Lisa
Sabo, are 22-24” and are
$25.00 each. All proceeds go
to St. Joseph Church altar
decorations.
Annual Christmas
Socks, Gloves, Hats & Scarves Collection
Starting the first weekend of Advent (November 30December 1), the Social Concerns Committee will
begin our annual Advent collection of Socks,
Gloves, Hats and Scarves for the poor and homeless
in Springfield. Baskets will be available in the back
of the church in which to place your donations at all
weekend Masses during the Advent season. The
items collected will be distributed at Christmas time
to those in need. Thank you for your generosity.

The Office for Pro-Life Activities and Special
Ministries is coordinating a bus to the March for
Life – Chicago, January 10-11, 2020. Information
about the event can be found at:
https://
www.dio.org/plasm/events.html . If you are interested in attending, contact Donna at 217-698-5800,
ext 161 by December 2nd.
Open Positions at Springfield Area Office - The
Springfield Catholic Charities office currently has
openings for an Office Manager and Pantry Manager. Please go to www.dio.org/jobs for more information about these positions.

Upcoming early BULLETIN deadlines:
Friday, December 13 - bulletin for December 22nd is
due;
Thursday, December 19 - bulletin for December 29th is
due;
Friday, December 20 - bulletin for January 5th is due.
All articles are due by 9 a.m.

2020 LECTOR WORKBOOKS are available at
the Mass Coordinator’s stand for all lectors. December 1st is the First Sunday of Advent. If you
have any questions, please call Pam in the parish
office.

Give in thanksgiving. “The nuns left lasting impressions on me,” writes a donor. “I shall always be
grateful for my Catholic education.” Please join in
thanking the thousands of senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests who worked
tirelessly to educate the young and serve those in
need. Next week’s collection is for the Retirement
Fund for Religious, which helps hundreds of religious communities care for aging members. Please
give generously.

This Week in Our Parish
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John Esela
Frank Hutter
Jean Kennedy
Lucinda Buescher
Mark Neale
Claire Dodson
Linda Berberet
Karey Wanless
Brian Parker
Gary Faxon
Robert Haley
Gregory Reed
Marianne Stremsterfer
Kara Richardson
Josephine Romang
Dana Ulrich
Brady Robinson
Mary Jane Krug

7 Mr. Mrs. James Schafer

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday:
Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;
Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 — 10:1
Sunday:
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

Good News Reflection
Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2019

The peace that comes from the Holy Spirit
Peace is the theme of the Second Sunday of Advent. The first reading describes Christ the Messiah,
who came from the line of Jesse, the father of King
David. It also describes how to obtain peace -- a
peace that sustains us even in the midst of troubles:
"The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him." Can
you feel the Holy Spirit "resting" on you?
We experience true peace when we're in a restful
relationship with God, i.e., when we're not struggling against him and his ways and his plans for us.
Peace does not depend on bringing to an end the
struggles we have with people or the problems we
have with financial shortages or addictions or health,
etc. We can work hard to accomplish peace in any
trial, win the war, and still not be at peace.
Peace comes to us in the wisdom and understanding that we get from the Holy Spirit. Peace comes
from following the Spirit's counsel and relying upon
God's strength. Peace comes from gaining
knowledge of the truth that God wants us to know,
in total submission to his authority, obediently acting upon the truth.
In the Gospel reading, John the Baptist reminds us
to "prepare the way of the Lord and make straight
his paths." To receive the Spirit of God and his
peace, we must prepare ourselves to meet Jesus in
the Eucharist and in all the other ways that he comes
to us. What kind of preparation produces peace? It's
the work of honestly identifying our sins, happy that
God is merciful, and straightening our crooked
paths, because we realize that God's ways are really
what's best for us.
Whatever separates us from God's peace, we must
get rid of it. To do this, we have the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and the Penitential Rite at the beginning of every Mass. Christ equips us for the journey
into true peace!
Questions for Personal Reflection:
What turmoil is going on in your life? What has
stolen your peace? Where is Jesus? What obstacles
(e.g., unforgiveness or resentment) do you need to
repent of to see him and feel his peace?
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
What methods do you use to settle down and rest
in the Spirit of Jesus when turmoil is spinning
around you? What kind of prayer helps? Do you go
on retreat or confide in a spiritual director? What are
some other ideas?
© 2019 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources, www.catholicdr.com.
Printed by permission.

OTHER PARISHES
AND EVENTS ELSEWHERE
December 3rd - International Day of Persons with Disabilities - The observance of the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities, proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, is December 3rd and has been annually observed around
the world since 1992. The day aims to promote awareness,
understanding, and support for the dignity, rights and wellbeing of persons with disabilities. The theme for 2019 is
‘Promoting the participation of persons with disabilities and
their leadership: taking action on the 2030 Development
Agenda’. On this International Day of Persons with Disabilities, pray those living with disabilities will not experience barriers but be treated with dignity and given equal opportunities. For more information go to the following website: https://
www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/international-day-of
-persons-with-disabilities-3-december.html .
Sacred Heart Church, Virden County Christmas Event
In conjunction with the Virden Community Country Christmas,
the Catholic Ladies Society of Sacred Heart Church (722 N.
Springfield Street) in Virden will be hosting a Christmas event
(which includes a Virden Hall of Trees, a Cookie Walk, and
Food) on Friday, December 6 and Saturday, December 7. Friday’s event will be held from 4 to 9 pm and will include the
Virden Hall of Trees, Food: vegetable-beef soup/pasta e fagioli
soup/chili/hot dogs/hot chocolate, and a Christmas Village Display. Saturday’s event will be held from 9 am to 2 pm and will
include a morning Cookie Walk, the Virden Hall of Trees,
Food: home-baked cinnamon rolls/beverage, a Christmas Village Display and Christmas Caroling & Mrs. Clause visiting
periodically throughout the day. All food is by donation and
available while supplies last. The public is invited!
The Chiara Center is hosting the 13th annual Franciscan Nativity Festival - a display of more than 100 Nativity Sets, a majority of which are new to the annual event. The event is free and open
to the public on Friday, December 6 from 2-7 p.m., and Saturday,
December 7 and Sunday, December 8 from noon-4 p.m. at Chiara
Center, 4875 LaVerna Road, Springfield - on the grounds of St.
Francis Convent. “This event is two-fold. First, it tells the story of
Christ’s birth in Bethlehem”, explained Dan Frachey, Chiara Center Program Director. “Second, the people who share their Nativity
tell us the story of its significance: family heirloom, travel memento, hand-made creation, and an addition to a personal collection.”
Historians claim that the tradition of a Nativity display began with
St. Francis of Assisi in Greccio, Italy in 1223. Throughout the centuries, Christians worldwide have continued this tradition with
cultural depictions of Christ’s birth. Founded in 2007, Chiara Center is an ecumenical faith community dedicated to the discovery
and healing presence of God within one’s self, everyday life, relationships, and all creation. All programs, services, and hospitality
are grounded in the spirit and heritage of Francis and Clare of Assisi. Chiara Center is a ministry of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis.
For more information, visit chiaracenter.org or call 217-523-0901.

Once again, the Filipino community of the Springfield area extends their invitation to everyone to join them with the celebration of their traditional 9-day Christmas novena known as
Simbang Gabi starting on Dec 15 thru Dec 23 at 6 pm at
Blessed Sacrament Church. Dinner potluck follows each Mass.
Bishop Paprocki will preside the Mass on the last day on Dec.
23rd.

Little Flower Parish Choir presents Deck the Halls, a concert of choral music featuring new settings of favorite holiday
songs. December 6, 7:00 pm - 800 Stevenson Drive, Springfield.
Novena in Honor of the Immaculate Conception
Beginning December 1st thru December 9th, the Cathedral will
host the annual diocesan novena in honor of the Immaculate
Conception, patroness of the United States, our diocese, and the
Cathedral Parish. Each night a different preacher will offer a
homily on a different aspect of Marian theology and devotion.
The novena is moved one day this year because December 8th
falls on the Second Sunday of Advent resulting in the transfer
of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception to December
9th.
December 1st thru 8th - 7:00PM; Last Night and Closing
Mass, December 9th – 5:15PM @ Cathedral
Rorate Coeli Mass
Join us for Cathedral's first Rorate Coeli candlelit Mass in honor of Our Lady during Advent. The Rorate Mass is lit only by
candlelight. In the dimly lit setting, priests and faithful prepare
to honor the light of the world who is soon to be born and offer
praise to God for the gift of Our Lady. As the Mass proceeds
and sunrise approaches, the church becomes progressively
brighter, illuminated by the sun as our Faith is illuminated by
Christ. All are welcome to join us for this special Mass!
Saturday, December 14th - 7:00AM @ Cathedral
Springfield Choral Society Presents “Messiah”
The Cathedral is thrilled to once again host the Springfield
Choral Society’s presentation of Handel’s “Messiah.” This is a
ticketed event. Tickets can be purchased through the Springfield
Choral
Society
at
https://
www.springfieldchoralsociety.org/ or at the door the evening of
the performance.
Saturday, December 14th - 7:30PM @ Cathedral
Advent Lessons and Carols
On the evening of Gaudete Sunday, in the holy season of Advent, join Mark Gifford and the Cathedral Choir for an evening
of Scripture, music, and prayer as we reflect on the two promised comings of Christ.
Sunday, December 15th - 7:00PM @ Cathedral
Late Advent Holy Hour
Enjoy the peace and quiet during this prayerful hour spent before the Lord.
Tuesday, December 17 - 7:00pm @ Cathedral
ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS and GENEROUS PARISHIONERS! Mary Ottenberg from JS Paluch will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships for our bulletin.
Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family or a
sponsor ad. Please support our sponsors! Their generosity
helps us to enjoy our FREE bulletin publication every week
throughout the year! If you would like to have your business
card handed out on a weekly basis and can help this effort,
please call Mary Ottenberg at 314-757-7598, or email ottenbergm@jspaluch.com.
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ALLAN HAMILTON

528-4400
“Gets you back where you belong”

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching • Striping
• Seal Coating • Crack Filling • Snow Removal

Commercial Sweeping

PAVING

• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Office: 217-528-9407

www.ronfurmanspaving.com 3600 N. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, IL

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE

With Pleasing Impressions Gifts
4234 West Wabash

900 S. Sixth St. • Springfield
544-4646 • butlerfuneralhomes.com

Open 7 Days a Week

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.

Call Today!

One Free Month

•

No Long-Term Contract

•

Price Guarantee

•

Easy Self Installation

X OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost of
material. Offer
expires 3/31/20.

1-217-726-6564

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

Convenient Drive Thru
Same Day Service - Mon-Sat.
1825 W. Jefferson
2701 W. White Oaks Dr.
4349 Conestoga next to Meijer

billed quarterly

•

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without
notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 217-817-0990

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

522-2222

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Get it. And forget it.®

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES
SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS
ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes)

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears)

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Get this
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800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

delivered by
email - for FREE!

3260 TERMINAL AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62707
PHONE 544-6789 / FAX 544-9591
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