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Pastoral Associates
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Secretary/Bookkeeper
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Web: http://stjoseph.dio.org
Email: parish@stjoseph.dio.org
Telephone: (217) 544-7426
Hours:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - Noon & 1:00 - 4:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am - Noon & 1:00 - 4:00 pm

M

S

SATURDAY at 4:30 p.m.
SUNDAY at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY at 7:00 am*
WEDNESDAY at 5:30 p.m.*
(*If there is a Funeral, Daily Mass is Cancelled.)
RECONCILIATION - SATURDAY from 3:15-4:00 p.m.

HOLY DAYS will be announced in the bulletin and on the website.

1345 NORTH 6TH STREET • SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62702 •

Vision Statement

St. Joseph Parish is a diverse, welcoming, Catholic Community
committed to discipleship and stewardship.
S
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Contact Sr.
Mary Ellen Backes, O.S.U., for information on Inquiry
Sessions and RCIA process.
Baptism of Children under eight years old: Contact
Deacon Larry to attend a pre-baptismal class. Baptisms
are usually celebrated during the weekend Masses, except for Advent and Lent.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15-4:00 pm or by appointment.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of St. Joseph Church is to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed, to
build a Christian community of faith within and beyond
the parish, to serve the people of God both near and
far, and to celebrate the presence of the Risen Lord
among us.

Marriage: Arrangements are to be made six months in
advance. Call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment.
Sacrament of the Sick: Call the Parish Office for Fr.
Manny.
Communion for the Homebound: Notify the parish
office to arrange for Communion to the sick and elderly.
New Parishioners
St. Joseph welcomes all visitors to our Church. If you
would like to register, please request a Parish Registration Form from the Parish Office.
Assisted Listening System
Personal listening instruments are available to complement our audio system. These are located in the Vesting
Sacristy.
Bulletin Announcements
Announcements are due, by email, at the Parish Office by
9:00 am on Tuesdays. The bulletin is published weekly
on our parish website: http://stjoseph.dio.org.
Catholic Faith Formation
The Catholic Faith Formation program provides religious
instruction for St. Joseph Parishioners who do not attend
Catholic schools for grades K-8. Classes meet Monday
evenings from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm September - May.
Hospitalized Parishioners
Families and friends are asked to please keep the parish
staff informed regarding parishioners who are hospitalized.
Prayer Requests
St. Joseph Prayer Chain is composed of members of the
parish who pray for the needs of fellow parishioners and
their families and friends. Please call or email Linda at
481-4320, linda.medlock@comcast.net or the Parish Office. All requests are confidential.
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting
tion Number: 217-321-1155.

and

Investiga-

Pastoral Council

The St. Joseph Parish Pastoral Council is called by the parish
to serve as consultant to the Pastor in assuring that all aspects
of parish life reflect the mission and ministry of Jesus in accordance with norms determined by the diocesan Bishop.

Members

Les Robinson (Chair), Joe Rolens (Vice Chair), Tim Kennedy
(Secretary), Bruce Bangert, Beth Cartwright, Linda Medlock

Standing Committees

Community Builders
Faith Formation/Evangelization
Health and Wellness
Liturgy
Social Concerns
Stewardship

Finance Council

The Parish Finance Council is an advisory body to assist the
Pastor in the administration and management of the temporal
goods of the parish.

Members

Tom Hyde (Chair), Deacon Larry Day, Rita Havrilka, Tom
Niedzielski

Choir

Director: Deanna Kettelkamp

P.E.P. (People Enjoying People) Club

The PEP Club is a social group for “seniors” that meets
monthly for lunch and fellowship.
Chair: Gary Schmidt

Worship Schedule & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions

From the Administrator’s Desk….!

Dec. 14 - Dec. 15, 2019
Sat. 4:30 pm †Karen Audi
Sun. 8:30 am People of St. Joseph
10:30 am †Dave Sponsler
†Christopher Call
†Justine Claunch

Today we celebrate the Gaudete Sunday meaning
‘joy’. A rose candle is lit inviting us to rejoice because the Lord Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, is
near.

Masses for this Week
Dec. 16 - Dec. 22, 2019
Mon. 7:00 am People of St. Joseph
Tue. 7:00 am †Mary Lazzeri
Wed. 5:30 pm †Margaret Jannesse
Thu. 7:00 am †Mark Noonan
Sat. 4:30 pm †Jerry Bender
†Earl & Theresa Kern
†Hubert & Dorothy Iocca
Sun. 8:30 am People of St. Joseph
10:30 am †Joan Workman
†Marie Drainer
†Ronald Haynes

This Week in Our Parish
Monday, Dec. 16
6:30 pm CFF
Wednesday, Dec. 18
5:15 pm Helping Hands
Thursday, Dec. 19
Memorial Flower names due
9:00 am Articles due for December 29th bulletin
5:15 pm Holy Hour of Adoration
Friday, Dec. 20
9:00 am Articles due for January 5th bulletin
11:30 am PEP Club
Saturday, Dec. 21
10:00 am Decorate Church for Christmas
3:15-4:00 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday, Dec. 22
8:00 am Rosary
9:30 am Music Practice
11:30 am Decorate Church for Christmas
Please refer to the calendar on our website for updates & future events (www.stjoseph.dio.org).

Our first reading is telling us that even the wilderness and the desert will be joyful – the wilderness
that is wild and barren, and the desert that is so arid
because of little rainfall. But now life will spring
from them. Thus, the command to strengthen the
weak and assures them with the presence of God
especially those who are afraid. There is also the
prophecy that the blind will see, the deaf will hear,
and the ransomed will return to their land. These
things signify that somebody is coming and will
make all things happen. He will bring life and joy in
his coming.
Brothers and sisters, we are excited for his presence, we want to witness how these things will happen, but our second reading is teaching and encouraging us to be patient as we await Christ’s return.
There is no time in waiting. Somebody who waits is
not bound by time, only by the joy of expecting. Let
us strengthen our hearts as we wait.
Our Gospel reveals that it is the Lord Jesus who is
coming, the long-awaited Messiah. He alone has the
power to heal and restore those who have disability.
In his presence creation is revived, and the wilderness and the desert blossom. It is the sign that “the
Lord is near, let us rejoice!”
So, let us prepare his way by giving a beautiful
smile. Be ahead of others in doing what is good. Be
contented of what we have and what we received
but continue improving ourselves.
God bless us all.
Fr. Manny

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Parishioners are invited to contribute to the
“Christmas Decoration Fund” in honor or
memory of a loved one. The monies collected
will be used to purchase plants and other decorations for the worship space. An envelope for this
purpose was included in the monthly packet OR
you can use any envelope. Simply include the
name of the individual or family you’d like remembered and put in the collection basket or return to the parish office on or before December
19th. Because a specific number of live plants
has been ordered by the liturgical environment
committee, we are asking that parishioners not
donate poinsettias or other living plants. Thank
you for your cooperation.

MINISTRY SIGNUP The ministry
signup sheets for Christmas Masses on Tuesday, December 24th at
5:00 pm and 9:30 pm and on
Wednesday, December 25th at 9:30
am are available in the back of
church.
The signup sheet is also available
for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God, December 31st at 5:30 pm
and January 1st at 9:30 am.
If you are able to help the parish
community celebrate these special
liturgies, please sign up. Thank you!

MINISTRY VOLUNTEER
If you would like to start volunteering or need more information on any of the following
ministries, please contact the
following:
Mass Coordinators
Karen Siciliano, 787-9561 or
aksiciliano@yahoo.com;
Lectors
Deacon Larry, 787-0137 or
ldayrefang@juno.com;
Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion
Rita Havrilka, 529-2823 or
rhavrilka652@comcast.net;
Greeters
Linda Medlock, 481-4320 or
linda.medlock@comcast.net;
Altar Servers - Eileen Kuchar,
544-4931;
Music - Paul Johnson, 6719421, tbmusic35@aol.com.

AS CHIRSTMAS APPROACHES, we invite you to
inform us at the parish office of those who are permanently or temporarily HOMEBOUND or living in assisted care or long term care facilities so that we can
visit them and bring JESUS (Holy Communion) to
them, and/or arrange for Father Manny to provide the
Sacrament of the Sick and/or Confession.
Would YOU like to be a part of a visiting team to provide this Ministry of Care to our fellow parishioners? Please contact Lois Jirgal 523-2908 for further
information or to volunteer.
Upcoming early BULLETIN deadlines:
Thursday, December 19 - bulletin for December 29th
is due;
Friday, December 20 - bulletin for January 5th is due.
All articles are due by 9 a.m.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
FROM ST. JOSEPH
2020 calendar are on the tables in church at all
of the entrances for all parishioners. Please take
one!
GOD BLESS HOMELESS WARRIORS:
Frank & Geri Ramirez, Sue Brock, Marilyn Tisckos,
Michele Dodson, Cindy Backstein, Lois Jirgal, Mary
Bonner, Linda Medlock, Chad Cooper, David Cooper,
Gary Schmidt, Kathy Cory, Mary Jo Rappe, Tish
Winhold, Frank Willhite, Bob Fanale, Judy Reeves,
Charlie & Sharon Starling and Pat Derhake.
Contact Jill Cooper (725-6757) if you would like to
join the warriors.

PEP CLUB

The next PEP (People Enjoying People) Club will be
December 20th at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall and
will feature a cookie exchange. Please RSVP to Gary
217-971-6624 or Sr. Mary Ellen 217-801-7922 by
the end of the day, Wednesday, December 18th if
you plan to attend.

DECORATE THE CHURCH
FOR CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 15th after 10:30 Mass
Saturday, December 21st at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 22nd after 10:30 Mass

Annual Christmas
Socks, Gloves, Hats & Scarves Collection
The Social Concerns Committee continues their annual Advent collection of Socks, Gloves, Hats and
Scarves for the poor and homeless in Springfield.
Baskets are available in the back of the church in
which to place your donations at all weekend Masses during the Advent season. The items collected
will be distributed at Christmas time to those in
need. Thank you for your generosity.
Thanks to all those who provided food and served at
the funeral luncheon for Mike Geist. Your help is
always greatly appreciated.
St. Joseph’s Funeral Ministry

While not all of us are able to devote our life to serving the poor,
all of us are called, by our baptism, to support the Church’s efforts to serve and help the poor
and vulnerable among us. We accomplish this through our prayers
and financial assistance. THANK
YOU for your generous support
for the Diocesan Campaign for
Justice & Hope Collection.

Good News Reflection
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2019

Week 23 of fiscal year
Budgeted
Sunday Collection
5th Week
Automated Giving
Overage/(Shortfall)

12/8/2019
$ 8,041.62
$ 5,708.00
$
320.00
$
$ (2,013.62)

Fiscal YTD
$184,957.26
$143,158.04
$ 7,070.00
$ 13,391.65
$(21,337.57)

“Thank you’ hardly seems adequate to convey what it
means to us,” says a Catholic sister of the financial
assistance her community received from the Retirement Fund for Religious. Prayer-filled thanks for
your donation to last week’s collection.

This Week in Our Parish
16
17
18

19
20

21
22

Eric Fair
Rose Hammitt
James Esela
Norma Blaskie
William Marcy
Noah Ritter
Martha Mayfield
Holly Novak
Janae Doerfler
Joseph Pachlhofer
Janet Reddecliff
Amy Romano
Carolyn Hubbard
Martha Brennan
Stephanie Fowles
Ronald Blickhan

20 Mr. Mrs. Thomas Reddecliff

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;
Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;
Mt 1:1-17
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Friday:
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Sunday:
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7;
Mt 1:18-24

The love that comes from God who is with us
Love is the theme of the Fourth Sunday of Advent. A
good definition of love is in the name that we see in
the first reading and again when the prophecy is fulfilled in the Gospel reading: Emmanuel, which means
"God is with us." To have love is to have "God with
us". To give love is to give God who is with us.
Have you ever felt like you've run out of love to
give? Well, that's quite impossible! We might run out
of patience; we might get tired of giving more love
than we receive from others, but God who is love is
always with us.
When we feel empty from loving someone who
doesn't equally love us back, or when we reach the
point of despising someone who repeatedly hurts us,
this is when we need to ask God for a supernatural
ability to love with his love. This prayer always works!
It's how we become effective evangelizers as distributors of his love.
When we give God's love to those who are unpleasant to love, we're revealing to them God who is with
us.
We all have people in our lives who fail to be Christ
to us. They don't love us like God wants them to love
us. So we need to remind ourselves that our happiness
is not dependent upon how they treat us. God is with
us! We need to call upon Emmanuel. God who is with
us already loves us fully and unconditionally, whether
or not we deserve it.
When we're looking for others to love us more than
they do, we feel unloved, but if we keep our eyes on
Jesus, his love fills in all the gaps.
Emmanuel. It's a name for Jesus that we should use
year-round.
As you finish preparing for the celebration of Christmas, focus on Emmanuel. Sing to Emmanuel. Pray to
Emmanuel. This sign, this reminder, this name is God's
personal Christmas gift to you.
Questions for Personal Reflection:
Are you loved enough? What will you do this week
(as a Christmas gift for yourself) to become more
aware of God's love for you? Here's an idea: Go to the
nativity display at your church and look at the manger.
Write on a small piece of paper the names of those
who fail to love you sufficiently. Place it in the manger
and, if it has straw or hay, take a piece of it (or take a
flower petal or leaf from a nearby plant) as a reminder
that Emmanuel was born to give you more than
enough love.
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
What is the best Christmas gift you've ever received
from God? Why did it make you feel loved?
© 2019 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources, www.catholicdr.com.
Printed by permission.

OTHER PARISHES
AND EVENTS ELSEWHERE
Advent Lessons and Carols
On the evening of Gaudete Sunday, in the holy season of Advent, join Mark Gifford and the Cathedral
Choir for an evening of Scripture, music, and prayer
as we reflect on the two promised comings of
Christ.
Sunday, December 15th - 7:00PM @ Cathedral
The pain and sorrow of a past abortion need not
endure for a lifetime. Call Project Rachel for a
confidential, non-judgmental referral to those who
can help: 1-877-RACHEL-5.
Once again, the Filipino community of the Springfield area extends their invitation to everyone to
join them with the celebration of their traditional 9day Christmas novena known as Simbang Gabi
starting on Dec. 15 thru Dec. 23 at 6 pm at Blessed
Sacrament Church. Dinner potluck follows each
Mass. Bishop Paprocki will preside the Mass on the
last day on Dec. 23rd.
Late Advent Holy Hour Enjoy the peace and quiet
during this prayerful hour spent before the Lord.
Tuesday, December 17 - 7:00pm @ Cathedral
Season Two of Dive Deep Podcast – Season two
Dive Deep, the official podcast of Diocese of
Springfield in Illinois, has launched. Join Andrew
Hansen, Amber Cerveny, and Father Christopher
House as they explore interesting and controversial
topics surrounding our faith. Diving deep into Season two, they explore what the Catholic Church
says about ghosts and aliens, what are the last four
things, annulments, why Archbishop Fulton
Sheen’s beatification Mass in Peoria was postponed, the 10 things you didn’t know about Christmas, and much more. Go to dio.org/podcast and
click “listen and subscribe.” Each Friday, a new
episode will be available. You can also find the
podcast on your favorite podcast platform, such as
Apple Podcast, Google Podcast, Spotify and Overcast, among others. Just search “Dive Deep Diocese
of Springfield in Illinois.”

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS and GENEROUS PARISHIONERS! Mary Ottenberg from
JS Paluch will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships for our bulletin. Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family or a
sponsor ad. Please support our sponsors! Their
generosity helps us to enjoy our FREE bulletin
publication every week throughout the year! If
you would like to have your business card handed
out on a weekly basis and can help this effort,
please call Mary Ottenberg at 314-757-7598, or
email ottenbergm@jspaluch.com.

Saturday, January 4, 2020
Check in Time: 5 – 6:15 p.m.—Race Starting Time: 6:30 p.m.
5K Competitive Run & 1.5 Mile Fun Walk
Run: $30 – after Thursday, December 19 $35
Walk: $20 – after Friday, December 19 $25
T-shirts sizes guaranteed for all those who register by December 19.
Packet pick up times Shrine Visitor Center, Info Desk Thursday, January 2 – 9 a.m. – 6 p.m., Friday, January 3 – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday, January 4 – after 4 p.m. For more information or to register call:618.394.6292
or email: info@snows.org. 5K Course USATF Certified; Athlinks Services Timing Provided by Big River Running. Awards: Trophy overall
male and overall female. Medals to top 3 males and top 3 females in each
age group.
The Pregnancy Care Center of Springfield, Inc. and Trivia Workshop
invites you to attend Trivia Night on January 11, 2020 at the Prairie Heart
Dove Conference Center from 7:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m. Doors open at 6:00
p.m. Tickets are $20 per person, or $160 for a table of 8. Bring your own
snacks. There will be soda, water, beer and wine available for purchase.
Registration for the event can be done by calling the Center at 525-5630.
“Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your
way before you.” Strengthen, rekindle and renew your marriage sacrament
by attending the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend in the St.
Louis area. The next weekends are Feb. 7-9 or Apr. 24-26, 2020 at the
Courtyard Marriot in St. Peters, MO. https://stl-wwme.org/schedule.php or
call or text 314.649.7317.

NOONAN
8TH & NO. GRAND 528-1513
510 BRUNS LN. 787-7225
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62702

ALLAN HAMILTON

528-4400
“Gets you back where you belong”

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching • Striping
• Seal Coating • Crack Filling • Snow Removal

Commercial Sweeping

PAVING

• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Office: 217-528-9407

www.ronfurmanspaving.com 3600 N. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, IL

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE

With Pleasing Impressions Gifts
4234 West Wabash

900 S. Sixth St. • Springfield
544-4646 • butlerfuneralhomes.com

Open 7 Days a Week

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.

Call Today!

One Free Month

•

No Long-Term Contract

•

Price Guarantee

•

Easy Self Installation

X OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost of
material. Offer
expires 3/31/20.

1-217-726-6564

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

Convenient Drive Thru
Same Day Service - Mon-Sat.
1825 W. Jefferson
2701 W. White Oaks Dr.
4349 Conestoga next to Meijer

billed quarterly

•

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without
notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 217-817-0990

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

522-2222

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Get it. And forget it.®

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES
SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS
ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes)

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears)

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Get this
weekly bulletin

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

delivered by
email - for FREE!

3260 TERMINAL AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62707
PHONE 544-6789 / FAX 544-9591

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
The Most Complete

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!
474100 St Joseph Church

www.jspaluch.com

Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!
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